The San Francisco Yacht Club 2010 Optimist Race Team

The San Francisco Yacht Club has the largest optimist racing team on the West Coast and as young Opti sailors progress, and become interested in serious upper level racing, they may be invited to join our “Opti Race Team” for a monthly commitment of $125, year round.  The Team events and support are outlined below.

Your $125 monthly commitment covers:

Boat Storage – a spot on one of the SFYC racks.  These will be assigned by the Youth Director.

Full support at no additional cost:

1) Boat transportation coordination and ‘on the water’ coaching at the following 5 events:

· Harken #1 at Cabrillo BeachYacht Club, San Diego

· Harken #2 at San Francisco Yacht Club

· Harken #3 at California Yacht Club, Marina Del Rey

· Harken #4 at St. Francis Yacht Club (“The Heavy Weather Regatta”)

· San Francisco Bay Opti Championship at a Bay Area venue in October

2) All Bay Area Opti clinics and practices prior to regattas when available.

3) Sunday and Friday practices with coaching at The SFYC as per the calendar.

4) On the water support and trailer driving to local Opti events such as BAYS regattas when they do not conflict with events listed above.

Coaching and SFYC team support will be subsidized at the following 6 state & national events:

· The Spring qualifier - US Team Trials  - Texas in 2010

· Opti Nationals – Virginia in July, 2010

· Opti Pacific Coast Championship – The Columbia Gorge, Oregon in August, 2010

· Opti West Coast Championship – Cal YC in September, 2010 (TBC)

· The Fall qualifier (venue varies)

· Orange Bowl at Coral Reef Yacht Club in Miami annually

Boat transportation and/or charters for these 6 regattas are NOT 100% covered by The SFYC, although trailering will be provided for West Coast events at $25 per boat.  There will be a $25/day coaching fee applied to these non Bay Area regattas.

Your $125 monthly commitment does NOT cover:

· Lodging at regattas

· $25/day coaching fee for regattas outside the Bay Area unless otherwise noted.

· Boat charter fees

· Transportation of boats outside the Bay Area

· Registration fees for regattas

· Support for individuals who decide to do additional regattas not listed above

· International regattas, although practices before departure may be arranged

· Specialty clinics prior to Spring Qualifier, Fall Qualifier and Nationals may have an additional charge.

The San Francisco Yacht Club encourages Opti sailors to travel and race as much as possible.  Expenses for major regattas not listed above need to be covered individually or through financial assistance from outside sources.

Multi-boat Race Team Option

For red fleet opti sailors who are looking to try their hand at larger boats we will be offering a multi-boat monthly fee program.  For an additional $35 per month opti race team members can sail and race 420s, lasers, or FJs with spinnakers.  Participation in this program will be at the sole discretion of the Youth Director.  There is no annual commitment for this program, rather it is designed to encourage top level opti racers to experience larger boats easily.
Parent Participation – Fund Raising

We expect all families to participate in our fundraising efforts.  Our biggest source of fund raising is our annual raffle. All race team members are expected to sell raffle tickets.  In 2009 we asked sailors to sell $200 worth of tickets.  In addition, we hold a silent and live auction at our Fall Awards dinner.  We ask for your participation in soliciting donations for this as well.

Parent Participation – Volunteer Hours

We need ongoing help from ALL parents of the team.  We ask that all team families help at Youth regattas that the SFYC hosts.  In addition, we are asking all families to contribute 15 hours helping to make our program successful in other ways.  We have detailed descriptions of many of the ways you can help.  Here are some of the ways that parents can make a valued contribution:

· Be a Parent Champion (or Co-Champion) for the Harken regatta, BAYS regatta, Green fleet Luekemia Cup regatta, or SF Bay Champs that we host.  We have regatta templates and offer lots of support!

· Lead or join the Committee for the Annual Raffle

· Lead or join the Committee for the Annual Auction & Awards Night

· Drive the small Opti trailer or coach boat trailer to local regattas

· Coordinate the team photographs – Forrest would like anyone with photos to e-mail him no more than 5-10 photos that he can put in the Bulletin (by the 10th of each month)  

· Help keep the website for SF Bay Optis up to date

· Be a Parent Champion for Team Trials, Nationals, WCC’s, PCC’s or the Fall Qualifier – (see description sheet)

· Set up and monitor a sign up system for Green fleet semi-private lessons.  Coordinate with the coach. 

· Set up and monitor a sign up system for Mid fleet semi-private lessons.  Coordinate with the coach. 

· Be the parent Champion for the 2011 Team Trials co-hosted by SFYC and StFYC

· Coordinate the orders for the team branded gear

Class Membership

SFYC strongly encourages all race team members to join both the United States Optimist Dinghy Association (USODA) and US Sailing.  These memberships are required at many of the regattas we encourage you to sail in.  Membership supports American sailing on many levels.

Information Sources

SFYC Youth  www.sfyc.org/youth
Local Opti webpage  www.sfbayopti.org
BAYS – www.bayarea-youthsailing.org
US Optimist Dinghy Association  www.usoda.org 

US Sailing  www.ussailing.org
